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GlobalCoast Network

Memorandum of Understanding

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), version-1 September 2025, by and among
the organisations listed in Attachment | hereto, as may be amended from time to
time.

Preamble

WHEREAS the CoastPredict Programme of the United Nations Decade of Ocean
Science for Sustainable Development has been endorsed in 2021, establishing a
worldwide community of scientists and stakeholders contributing complementary
expertise towards redefining the science of observing and predicting the Global
Coastal Ocean;

RECOGNIZING that reducing risks and improving lives requires understanding the
coastal ecosystem, addressing the impacts of climate change on coastal
communities, and bolstering their resilience;

RECOGNIZING that CoastPredict has launched the GlobalCoast initiative as a central
framework for the coordination and practical implementation of the Programme;

WISHING to build, upon coastal environment complementarities and similarities, a
network has been formed and named the GlobalCoast Network under the framework
of the CoastPredict Programme;

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the above and the fact that this Memorandum
of Understanding is intended for the establishment of the GlobalCoast Network, the
GlobalCoast Network signatories agree as follows:

ARTICLE I: PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

Section 1.01. Purpose. The purpose of this MoU between GlobalCoast Network
signatories is to:

(a) Collaborate to further develop integrated coastal observing and predicting
solutions in the Global Coastal Ocean by coordinating activities under the name of
GlobalCoast Network;

(b) Establish a collaboration framework among the signatories to support the
implementation of the GlobalCoast initiative;
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(c) Promote partnerships and capacity building for the Global Ocean Observing
System (GOOS) in the global coastal ocean, and foster collaboration with
organisations and initiatives working for the enhancement of global coastal ocean
science and technology towards the resilience of coastal communities.

Section 1.02. Objectives. The GlobalCoast Network's objective is to facilitate
cooperation, according to the abilities and resources of each signatory, in order to:

e Promote the implementation of the GlobalCoast initiative aiming to
enhance the resilience of coastal communities;

e Foster the implementation and sharing of coastal science and technology

for multi-risk assessment and management and enhancement of disaster
risk reduction and early warning system capacity;

o Facilitate activities and sharing of best practices and knowledge at
GlobalCoast Pilot Sites across Regions of the Global Coastal Ocean,
emphasizing stakeholder engagement for co-design, observations, data
integration, local predictions, coastal climate projections, and multi-risk
management solutions and disaster risk reduction standards;

o Facilitate knowledge sharing and capacity building among stakeholders
and research community;

e Align and contribute with UNESCO-IOC programs and structures, existing
and newly developed by the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable
Development, such as the broader CoastPredict Programme and relevant
Decadal Collaborative Centres (DCC), including the DCC-Coastal Resilience
(DCC-CR), and other international organisations and structures such as
OceanPredict and its Coastal Ocean and Shelf Seas Task Team
(COSS-TT).

ARTICLE ll: MEMBERSHIP AND GOVERNANCE

By signing the MoU, organisations become Members and agree to cooperate in
promoting and consolidating the purpose and objectives of the GlobalCoast
Network.

Section 2.01. Members. GlobalCoast Network Members shall comprise
organisations that sign this MoU. Additional Participants may join GlobalCoast
Network MoU upon approval by the Assembly following Section 4.03.

Section 2.02. Members’ Assembly. A Members’ Assembly (“Assembly”) shall be
formed, composed of each Member Representative that will contribute to its
decisions with their vote.

The first Assembly’s meeting can be called from when the present MoU will be
effective according to section 4.01.

The Assembly shall be responsible for contributing to the definition of strategies and
activities, approving new Members, ratifying decisions, electing Chairpersons,
approving amendments, and establishing internal rules. The Assembly may create
ad-hoc and/or standing committees/working groups to effectively realize the
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purpose and objectives of the GlobalCoast Network, and shall set term limits and
renewal clauses when creating any such committees or groups.

Section 2.03. Chairpersons. The Members’ Assembly shall elect two Chairpersons.
The Chairpersons shall follow up on decisions, act as spokespersons, and inform the
Assembly on progress.

Section 2.04. Secretariat. The Secretariat shall be responsible: 1) to facilitate any
activities as decided by the Assembly; 2) to support in managing relations with
external entities. The Secretariat will last for three years, renewable for an equal
period. It is clarified that the Secretariat shall not be responsible for managing
financial resources. The Secretariat will be appointed based on the candidature of
any member that is received and approved by the Assembly.

ARTICLE Ill: FINANCIAL AND LEGAL MATTERS

Section 3.01. Contributions. Members shall bear their own costs for attending
meetings and participating in activities. Each Member shall be solely responsible for
their respective costs related to their participation in the GlobalCoast Network,
including any costs which may derive from the decisions taken by the Members'
Network. By signing the present MoU, Members explicitly exclude any joint and
several liability which may arise from the terms herein, unless otherwise agreed in a
separate agreement as per Section 3.02. Notwithstanding the provision above and
subject to separate terms to be agreed and negotiated in good faith, Members may
discuss and agree joint efforts for the promotion or the achievement of funding for
common tools required for the implementation of GlobalCoast activities.

Section 3.02. Intellectual Property Right. We clarify that any results to which this
MoU may lead shall be intended to satisfy exclusively a public benefit. Members
shall be required to negotiate and agree in good faith any separate agreements to
determine the ownership and use of the results, alongside any liability which may
derive. Publications arising from the network activities are encouraged to
acknowledge the network.

Section 3.03. No Partnership. Nothing in this MoU shall imply any formal legal
relationship among the Members. No Member shall act on behalf of another or
benefit from another’s rights unless agreed upon.

ARTICLE IV: OTHER MATTERS

Section 4.01. Effectiveness and Term. This MoU shall become effective upon
signature by at least three Members and shall remain effective until terminated by
consensus of a majority of Members.
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Section 4.02. Binding terms. Members acknowledge that the present MoU shall not
be binding except for Article Ill and Article IV that the Members agree and accept to
comply with.

Section 4.03. Entrance and Exit of Members. New Members may join upon a
majority vote. Any Member may withdraw with notice in writing at least 30 days in
advance.

Section 4.04. Amendments. Any amendment to this MoU shall be made in writing
and signed by all Members.

Section 4.05. Conflicts. Any conflict that may arise in this MoU will be amicably
resolved among the Members

Section 4.06. Counterparts. This MoU may be executed in counterparts, each of
which shall be deemed to be original, and all of which shall constitute one and the
same agreement.
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ANNEX I: ATTACHMENTS

The documents listed below are attached to this MoU and are considered an integral
part of it:

e Attachment I: List of Members;
e Attachment Il: GlobalCoast Network Memorandum of Understanding

signature form.
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Attachment | - List of GlobalCoast Network MoU Members
Last update:

The Members of the GlobalCoast Network MoU are:

Institute Country

1 Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University (ATBU) Nigeria

5 Agencia Estatal Consejo Superior De Investigaciones Spain
Cientificas M.P. (CSIC) P

3 Aristotle University of Thessaloniki - School of Civil Engineering Greece

4 Asociacion ProDelphinus Peru

S Asociacién de Oceandlogos de México A.C. Mexico

6 Association for Farmers Rights Defense (AFRD) Georgia
ATLANTIC CoLAB - Associagao para um laboratério colaboratio do

7 N Portugal
Atlantico

8 Biome Conserve Initiative Nigeria

9 Integrated Marine Observing System (IMOS) Australia
California Institute of Environmental Design and Management

10 USA
(CIEDM)

11 Caribbean Coastal Ocean Observing System Inc. Regional

12 Caribbean Institute for Meteorology and Hydrology Barbados

13 Centro de Estudos Estratégicos e Planejamento Espacial Marinho Brazil
(CEDEPEM) | Universidade Federal de Pelotas (UFPel)

14 Centro de Investigacion Cientifica y de Educacioén Superior de Mexico
Ensenada, Baja California (CICESE)

15 Cinvestav - Center for Research and Advance Studies Mexico

16 CMCC Foundation - Euro-Mediterranean Centre on Climate Change Italy
CNR-IAS National Research Council of Italy | Institute of Anthropic

7 impacts and Sustainability in marine environment Italy

18 Cook Islands Meteorological Service Cook Islands
19 European Global Ocean Observing system (EUROGOOS-AISBL) Europe

20 Foundation for Research and Technology - Hellas (FORTH) Greece

21 Fugro International
22 Helmholtz-Zentrum hereon GmbH Germany

23 |EEE France Section France

24 |nstitut de Recherches Halieutiques et Océanologiques du Bénin  Benin
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25

26
27
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49
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(IROHB)
Institute for Socio-Ecological Research (ISER Caribe)

Institute of Geosciences, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro
Institute of Hydro Engineering of Polish Academy of Sciences

Institut Francgais de Recherche pour I'Exploitation de la Mer
(IFREMER)

Instituto Portugués do Mar e da Atmosfera, |.P. (IPMA)

Istituto Nazionale di Oceanografia e di Geofisica Sperimentale
(0GS)

International Centre for Ocean Governance-University of Dhaka

Nanjing Normal University - Jiangsu Center for Collaborative
Innovation in Geographical Information Resource Development
and Application

Nature Cares Resource Centre

Laboratorio Nacional CONAHCyT de Oceanografia (LANCO)
(Mexican National Oceanography Laboratory)

Laboratério Nacional de Engenharia Civil

Leibniz-Institut fir Ostseeforschung Warnemiinde (I0OW)
Marine Institute

National Marine Environmental Forecasting Centre
Norwegian Meteorological Institute (MET Norway)
Ocean Data Network, Inc.

Ocean Rock Base

One Green Africa (OGA)

P.P. Shirshov Institute of Oceanology

Red Iberoamericana de gestion y certificacion de playas -
PROPLAYAS

Ruder Boskovi¢ Institut (RBI)

SC Jailoo SRL

SOCIB
State Key Laboratory of Satellite Ocean Environment Dynamics,

Second Institute of Oceanography, Ministry of Natural Resources

The Union of Arab Academics (TUOAA)

The University of the West Indies

Puerto
Rico,USA

Brazil
Poland

France
Portugal
Italy

Bangladesh
China

Nigeria
Mexico

Portugal
Germany
Ireland
China
Norway
USA
Ghana
Cameroon
Russian
Federation
Ecuador

Croatia
Romania

Spain
China

Yemen

Trinidad &
Tobago
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51 Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México (UNAM)

92 Universita' degli Studi di Palermo

53 Universitat Politécnica de Catalunya (UPC)

94 Université de la Réunion

35 University of Bologna - Dipartimento di Fisica e Astronomia
96 University of Calabria - Department of Environmental Engineering
57 University of Cantabria

98 University of Dar es Salaam

59 University of Galway

60 University of Lagos - Department of Marine Sciences

61 University of New South Wales (UNSW)

62 University of the Aegean

63 University of the Philippines Cebu

64 University of the Philippines Diliman
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65 University of Tunis

66 Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) - Centre for Marine and Coastal

Studies (CEMACS)
67 Vikara Institute

68 Xiamen University - College of Earth and Ocean Sciences
69 Youth Association for Development (YAD) Pakistan
70 ZzORION Research Ltd
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Mexico
Italy

Spain
France
Italy

Italy

Spain
Tanzania
Ireland
Nigeria
Australia
Greece
Philippines
Philippines
Tunisia
Malaysia
South Africa
China

Pakistan

Cyprus
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Attachment Il - GlobalCoast Network MoU signature form

GlobalCoast Network
Memorandum of Understanding
Signature form

[To be filled by signatories]

1.

(Full name of signatory institution)

2.

(Name of authorised representative)

3.

(Signature)

(Date)

5.

(Country of signatory institution)
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